Principal’s Newsletter
Week 5, Term One, 2019

Thank you for another amazing week at Northcote Intermediate School.
We are very pleased with how 2019 has begun. There is already so much
happening or on the cusp of starting up, it is an exciting time! Thank you to the
parents who have been taking time to be involved in our School and are helping
to make things happen.
We’ve had students out at triathlon zone days, at Piha on the William Pike
Challenge, at softball tournaments, at the whole School swimming sports day –
which was huge, at the league tag zone day and at numerous trials for upcoming
sports and activities. The house ‘stomp/banner/mascot’ presentation was
massive and the students and staff enjoyed themselves immensely. Many of our
events are posted on our Facebook page or your child’s ‘Seesaw’ site, so you can
feel part of the learning and action.
Last week’s Community Hui was positive and productive. Some excellent
conversations and ideas were raised about how we can continue to build our
understanding of Te Reo and Tikanga. Next Thursday night is our Pasifika Fono
and we are looking forward to meeting more keen parents and students at that
event.
There was a huge buzz around our ‘Tell the Teacher’ evening on Wednesday
night, with many conversations about how we can work better together to
understand your children and engage them with meaningful learning
programmes. Our big question for all students and parents is ‘what does
success look like for you’, so we know that what we do meets the educational,
social and emotional needs of our learners to make them as future ready as we
can. Thank you to all of you who were part of this, it was great to see so many
people coming and going and sharing.
Recently we’ve put a halt to scooters and skateboards being used during school
time as we have seen a marked increase in injuries and some behaviour was
getting out of hand. Students have responded really well to this and have
shown an understanding around the reasons why we’ve put this in place. As of

next week we’ll be ramping up our sun safety efforts. We are going to make
morning tea and lunchtimes ‘no hat, no outside play’ times. Many students have
hats – they just don’t wear them. We have loan hats if it’s difficult for you to
obtain one – otherwise please make sure your child has a hat between now and
next Monday to wear at school. This rule will be in place until we can increase
our sunshades and it only applies during our sunny terms – Term 1 and 4.
Thank you. It’s learning for life.
We are also still aiming to be a ‘Zero Waste’ School. Students should be bringing
non-recyclable rubbish home with them. We spend far too much money on
rubbish management, storage and removal – money that would be better spent
going into classroom and student development. We are working on a number of
projects to build students’ learning and attitudes towards rubbish, recycling, the
environment and sustainability. Please support us on this. Things like foam
noodle containers – if students are going to eat them (bearing in mind how
unhealthy they are)–they are being asked to rinse them and take them home to
dispose of. Many of our students are now fully on board with this and
understand the reasons why. Please encourage this. On another note, we have
also seen quite a few students coming to school with packs of Raro drink
concentrate and then eating it straight from the pack. We’ll keep an eye on this
– we ask that you please keep an eye on this too. It’s extremely unhealthy!
I could go on and on but I won’t – enough for now – there’s great stuff
happening. As always, please let us know what we can do better and continue
to share any stories of success with us – because together, we achieve.
Best regards
Phil

Phil Muir
Proud Principal of Northcote Intermediate School

Northcote Intermediate Board of Trustees
Hi, I’m Kate. I have been on the Board of Trustees at Northcote Intermediate
School for three years and I am the newly elected Board Chair. This is a role I
am passionate about; Northcote Intermediate is an amazing school with
fantastic staff who are passionate about our learners and their education. I’m
the owner of Premium Kids Care (after school care) which is onsite at 7 schools
across the North Shore and West Auckland. I also have a background in HR and
Senior Management and have done many papers in Psychology (one day I will
find the time to complete my degree). I’m also a mum of three and an avid
runner. I’m always around school in some capacity and I welcome the
opportunity to chat and for you to pass on any ideas/thoughts that I can
feedback to the rest of the BoT. Having said that, we are in a BoT election year,
so if you are interested in what happens at BoT level or are keen to nominate
yourself, you are welcome to sit in on a Board Meeting. Our next meeting date is
Monday, 25 March at 6.00pm in the staffroom at Northcote Intermediate
School.
Kate Punturiero
Board Chair

Upcoming Events
12 March

Boys’ Cricket Zone Day

13 March

Polyfest

14 March

Swimming Zone Day
Community Fono

18 March

Girls’ Cricket Zone Day

20 March

Kaipatiki Youth Panel

21 March

WDHB Pasifika Week Celebrations at Onepoto
(4.00pm-7.00pm)

27 March

Girls’ Tennis Zone Day

28 March

Boys’ Tennis Zone Day

Community Notices

Here’s what the kids have to say about PKC...........
“I love going to PKC ‘ cause the boy teachers play with us like big brothers”
“The food that they give us after school is way yummier than we get at home !”
And here’s what parents say............
"“My daughter has been going to PKC before and after school since she was five,
and she LOVES it!!! Alanah and her crew are very hands on with all the fun
activities and it is obvious they care about each and every one of the kids.
Couldn't recommend it more!”
“i love that my kids don’t miss out on their after school activities because I have
to work”
Come for a free trial day - Enrolling only takes 5 minutes !
Enrol Now

After school Mandarin Lessons 2019
Mandarin has emerged as the new must have language so why not introduce
this language to your child through fun and easy to learn classes after school!
Taught by a fully registered primary school teacher Ray Chen, this is a great
opportunity for children to be culturally inspired by the Chinese Language in a
safe, interactive and positive learning environment. Lessons will be taught in the
Glenfield area. Please contact him by visiting his
website www.mandarinheroes.com or e-mail mandarinheroes@gmail.com if
interested.

Women’s Self Defence - FEARLESS FIT & FABULOUS










Learn how to prevent a situation occurring or to avoid it by being
aware
Use safe and effective techniques to defend yourself
Learn how to use ‘controlled’ aggression
Develop your ability to strike (punch and kick properly) if needed and
to use techniques that work
Small, private, female only classes
Get fitter, stronger & toned
Boost your confidence

28 Day Intro to Krav Maga. Monday, Wednesday, Friday @ 10-11am. Basement
1/65 Birkenhead Ave. Next course starts Monday May 6th - Limited spaces.
Call Sare on 021987399 or email sare@eqfitnessstudio.co.nz for more info.

your place today.

Joy of Giving Tea Party - Ways to Wellbeing

Join us to experience a fun afternoon of connection and giving in this inclusive,
local community event. You will have the opportunity to listen to our
inspirational guest speakers (Jennifer Allen and Steph McKee), enjoy light
refreshments with a glass of bubbles, as well as receive a fabulous Joy of Giving
goodie bag. Our two guest speakers will share their authentic stories based
around our theme ‘Ways to Wellbeing’. This is a volunteer-run event with all
proceeds raised going to the NZ charities Joy of Giving supports this year (Shine,
The Kindness Institute, Big Buddy, Trees that Count, Women’s Fund, Just
Because, Banardos).
www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/joy-of-giving-tea-party-tickets-57680728612
Chefs for Compassion
We’re doing a special walk on Monday 11 March, 6pm from Northcote Tavern.
Join us to walk (or run) for a more compassionate, healthier community. All
proceeds goes towards Auckland Women's Refuge
Refuge. https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/walk-for-compassion

EQ Fitness Studio, Basement,
1/65 Birkenhead Ave, Birkenhead

